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SOBERING-UP CENTRE — BROOME 
838. Hon NEIL THOMSON to the Minister for Mental Health: 
I refer to the recent decision to close Broome’s only community sobering-up shelter, which had capacity for 24 beds, 
and concerns about the temporary loss of the service. 
(1) When did the minister become aware of problems with the shelter? 
(2) What measures has the minister put in place to replace the centre? 
(3) What capital or grant funds have been allocated towards a replacement of the existing service? 
(4) What date will the minister commit to for the opening of a replacement centre? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1) The Mental Health Commission provided advice to my office on Thursday, 14 October 2021, that the centre 

was deemed structurally unsound and required closure. 
(2)–(3) I am advised that the Mental Health Commission has been actively working with the owner of the building 

and with Lotterywest to advance options to redevelop or replace the shelter as well as forming interim 
solutions such as transportable buildings to accommodate services. 

(4) All efforts are being made to find a suitable building to relocate the service. In the interim, the provision 
of services will continue via outreach. The MHC is actively engaged with key Aboriginal leaders and 
services in Broome to discuss and plan options and responses. The MHC is convening a daily meeting with 
key Broome stakeholders to progress efforts to secure alternative accommodation for the sobering-up 
shelter immediately and in the longer term. The meeting will also be a forum to work together to raise and 
resolve issues arising from the closure of the sobering-up centre on other services in the area and on the 
community as a whole. 
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